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WHITFORDS VOLUNTEER SEA RESCUE GROUP —  
TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS INCOME 

727. Mr A.P. O’GORMAN to the Minister for Emergency Services:  
I refer to the imminent loss of funding to the Whitfords Volunteer Sea Rescue Group, due to the City of 
Joondalup’s possible takeover of its telecommunications contract. 

(1) Will the state government increase the funding for the metropolitan sea rescue group to make up any 
funding shortfall that will result from the contract transfer?  

(2) If no to (1), how does the minister expect the Whitfords sea rescue group to continue to provide its 
current 24/7 marine rescue and assistance service without an adequate source of income?  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  

(1)–(2) Of course, Whitfords sea rescue is the local group for me as well, and I have had a lot of association 
with it over probably the last 20 years, and I have a lot of respect for it. In relation to the funding, as I 
understand it, we have, I think, doubled its funding.  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: No, no, tell it exactly; you have doubled it to the metropolitan, not to Whitfords.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: The member asked a question; I will give him the answer.  

Mr A.P. O’Gorman: Give the straight answer! Give the right answer! Give the right answer!  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON: As I understand, its funding was doubled, but I will certainly check whether it is anything 
different from that.  

We place a very high priority on all rescues, particularly marine rescue. I actually have a meeting with that group 
in, I think, the next week, so I will be discussing those issues when I meet with it. I will be very happy to.  
 


